














s McCarty Center honors Mann, Younkin
with retirement party

Longtime McCarty Center
employees Joel Mann and Ken
Younkin say they were priviledged
to work with the wonderful col-
leagues and to be a part of an
agency that has helped so many
children with disabilities.

Mann and Younkin recently
celebrated their retirement from the
hospital with a reception in Decem-
ber. The crowd included friends,
relatives and center employees
past and present.

Mann worked for the hosp-
tial for 20 years and took on many
leadership roles, including serving
as information systems adminis-
trator. Younkin was the hospital’s
comptroller for 10 years.

Mann said he will miss the
hospital and plans to come back
for visits and to see the strides that
the hospital is making in caring for
children with disabilities.

He said he felt fortunate to
be part of that work.

“I just want to thank the
McCarty Center for allowing me to
help people with disabilities for the
last 20 years,” Mann said. “I have
been blessed by having so many
good friends that | will treasure for
the rest of my life.”

He also complimented the
staff and called them angels “for
the work that you do and the ef-
forts that you put forward every
day.”

Joel Mann retiring IT administrator for the J. D.
McCarty Center.

Ken Younkin retires from the McCarty Center
after serving 10 years as our comptroller.

Younkin said he has been
blessed to work at the McCarty
Center and to work with such a
great crew. He also thanked the
employees who organized the
retirement party.

“This was truly an event in
my life that will be remembered
by myself and my family for many
years to come,” he said.

Younkin said he also cher-
ishes the plaque that was pre-
sented to him during the reception
that honors his dedication to mak-
ing sure that the state and national
flags flew correctly and in good
repair at the hospital. The flagpole
is now named after Younkin, and
the plaque is mounted at the base
of the pole.

Vicki Kuestersteffen, di-
rector and CEO of the McCarty
Center, said Mann and Younkin
will be greatly missed and both
have contributed to the hospital's
achievements.

Kuestersteffen said Mann’s
vision and passion for technology
have helped the hospital become
one of the most technologically ad-
vanced agencies in the state. “It is
through Joel’s leadership that we
have reached these milestones.”

While working with Younkin,
Kuestersteffen said she was
touched by his kindness and love
for others. Also, “Ken played a
huge role in the building of this
facility,” she said about the hospi-
tal’s current building that opened in
2004.
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Veterans throw 63rd annual Christmas

party for McCarty Center patients

Since 1948, two years after
the founding of what has evolved
into the McCarty Center, the 40 et
8 of Oklahoma have been hosting
a Christmas party for the inpa-
tients, their families and staff of this
pediatric rehab hospital. Along with
invited guests it is estimated that
more than 700 people attended
this year’s celebration.

Partygoers were treated to
a variety of music at this year’s
event. Coming into the main en-
trance of the hosptial guests were
greeted by Christmas music per-
formed by the Southmoore High
School Jazz Band. Later, the Joyful
Sound Choir from Henderson Hills
Baptist Chruch in Edmond en-
tertained with several Christmas
selections. Finally, the Center for
Family Love Bell Choir rounded out
the day’s entertainment.

Southmoore High School Jazz Band greeted 40 et
8 partygoers with Christmas music in the main lobby
of the hospital.

Vicki Kuestersteffen, di-
rector and CEO of the McCarty
Center, welcomed the families
and guests. She also thanked the
many donors and volunteers who
support the hospital with their time,
talent and financial gifts.

At the beginning of the
festivities members of the 40 et 8
representing various chapters from
around Oklahoma presented

McCarty Center Conference Center executive
chef Gaylan Oliver serves guests at the 40 et 8
Christmas party.

donations to the hospital.

This year two special
donations were made by hospital
supporters. The first came from
Ronnie and Carolyn Harris. The
Harris’ are new supporters of
the hosptial. Carolyn Harris first
became involved with the Mc-
Carty Center through a volunteer
project her professional women’s
sorority did about four years ago.
December is the Harris’ wed-
ding anniversary month. In honor
of their anniversary, her family
donated $1 a year for each of the
36 years they’ve been married,
and $1 a year for each of the 65
years the McCarty Center has
been in operation.

The second special dona-
tion came from former patient
Tamara (Yost) Iske. She came to
the McCarty Center as a young
child, and then again later as
an older teen to go through the
hospital’s independent living pro-
gram.

“She was one of the most
determined patients we’ve ever
had,” said Richard Mann, direc-
tor of social work at the McCarty
Center. “She worked very hard
to become independent.” Iske is
married and lives with her hus-

band David in Norman.

After the donations were
presented the energy level in the
auditorium picked up as the mem-
bers of the 40 et 8 were called to
take their positions to help Santa
pass out bags of toys to the pa-
tients.

In addition to handing out
toys to the patients, it has long
been the tradition of the 40 et 8
to make sure that all children 12
years of age and under leave the
party with a gift. In some cases,
this might be the only Christmas
these children will have. A room
known as Santa’s workshop is
set up with donated toys from the
community for children attending
the party to choose from. “Without
the support of the community, we
wouldn’t be able to do this part of
the party,” said Greg Gaston, hos-
pital spokesman. “We really appre-
ciate the donors who help support
this activity.”

Members of the Iron Order Motorcycle Club brought
in toys for Santa’s workshop. They also announced
that their club would make the McCarty Center

one of their charitable activities. Besides Santa’s
workshop the club has talked about doing a poker
run fundraiser for the hospital. Shown here (I-r) are
T-Dup, Gorrilla, ChaCha and Mojo.

Happy New
Year!!!



